
HUM 230: Introduction to Digital Humanities and Social Sciences  

Spring 2025, Peck 1412, MW 1:30-2:15 

 

Instructor: Dr. Margaret Smith 

Office Hours: Monday 11:30-1:00, Tuesday 11:00-12:00, or by appointment 

E-mail Address: margars@siue.edu  

Office: 2228 Peck Hall 

Office Phone: 618-650-2667 

Mailbox: 1458 

 

“The phrase Digital Humanities… describes not just a collective singular but also the humanities 

in the plural, able to address and engage disparate subject matters across media, language, 

location, and history. But, however heterogeneous, the Digital Humanities is unified by its 

emphasis on making, connecting, interpreting, and collaborating” - Digital_Humanities by Anne 

Burdick, Johanna Drucker, Peter Lunenfeld, Todd Presner, Jeffrey Schnapp 

 

“DH values collaboration, plurality, investigation of human culture, and the disruption of and 

reflection on traditional practices and is concerned with not just the use of digital technology for 

humanities projects but how the use of digital technology for humanities projects changes the 

user’s experience.” - THATCamp LAC 2012 (This definition was arrived at collaboratively 

during the conference in a "Glossary of the Digital Humanities" Google doc) 

 

Course Description 

This course is an introduction into the theory, ethics, and practice of the digital humanities and 

social sciences. Technology has transformed society at every level, and we’ll explore how digital 

tools offer us new ways of interrogating sources, evaluating evidence, and sharing our research 

with broad audiences. We’ll also look critically at technology itself, using humanities and social 

science methods to evaluate how it shapes our lives for the better and for the worse. We’ll 

explore DHSS scholarship and gain practical experience in using digital methods, including data 

visualization, text analysis, mapping, and digital storytelling. This class will explore aspects of 

technology that are difficult, unethical, and unjust. But we’ll also look at how digital spaces can 

be joyful, funny, scholarly, and liberatory, and how they can help us imagine and craft new 

worlds. 

As we learn about digital tools and methods, we’ll work with content and projects that touch on 

local history and culture, from the Native American settlements at Cahokia beginning over a 

millennium ago to contemporary figures whose work reflects and remakes metro St. Louis. The 

region has a rich history of movement, exchange, and cultural production. Its history is also 

fraught with historical and contemporary injustices that have resulted in stark inequalities and 

sharp lines of economic and racial segregation. We’ll look at how these histories are told, 

adapted, and/or silenced in digital projects and through digital media.  

 

This course fulfills a requirement for the Digital Humanities and Social Sciences Minor and 

includes a lab component. The course is designed to meet the Humanities Breadth requirement 

(BHUM) and Interdisciplinary Studies requirement (IS). 

 

 

mailto:margars@siue.edu
https://mitpress.mit.edu/sites/default/files/titles/content/9780262018470_Open_Access_Edition.pdf
http://thatcamp.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/129_260mbp6C6JaqmylmhMTXA1sv7YYQ0OLsAOAOoCJE/edit


Course Objectives 

• Learn about the ethical and methodological dimensions of the digital humanities and 

social sciences 

• Practice entry-level digital humanities and social sciences skills including data 

management, interactive visualization, archiving, and mapping 

• Learn how to use digital tools to address questions from an interdisciplinary perspective 

• Learn how the humanities and social sciences can contribute to solving large-scale 

interdisciplinary problems 

• Learn basic principles of successful collaboration and practice collaborative project 

management skills 

 

Materials 

There are no assigned textbooks for this course, but weekly course readings will be posted on 

Blackboard. 

 

Course Policies 

This section sometimes takes on a litigious tone. Before we get to that language, I want to 

acknowledge that I know my students at SIUE: you have lives, you often have full-time jobs, and 

you have homes and families that need you. Things happen. Let me know what those things are, 

and tell me how I can help. Above all, I want you to succeed. The policies below are where we 

begin, but policies always have exceptions when the reasoning is good. 

  

Getting in Touch 

E-mail is the best way to reach me. I check my SIUE e-mail account Monday to Friday from 

9:00 to 5:00. You can expect an e-mail response from me within 24 hours, but I will generally 

not respond to e-mail on the weekend. If you haven’t heard from me within that timeframe, 

please feel free to email again – I wear many hats, and sometimes my inbox gets cluttered. In 

return, please check your SIUE e-mail account regularly. 

  

Office Hours 

Office hours are a chance for you to talk to your professors outside of class. Maybe you have a 

question about a reading or an assignment, or you want to talk more about something that came 

up in class. Maybe you’re feeling a bit stressed about the workload. Maybe you just want to chat. 

Office hours are blocks of time set aside for students, so take advantage of them! 

 

Office hours work on a drop-in basis, and if I’m not meeting with someone else you can feel free 

to knock. My office hours for this course are Mondays and Tuesdays from 11:00 to 12:30. I can 

only guarantee that I will be in my office during posted hours, but please to e-mail me to set up 

an appointment if you’re not able to make the scheduled hours. 

  

The Writing Center 

The staff at the Writing Center (Student Success Center, Room 1254) is happy to schedule 

weekly free appointments with students. You may stop in to the center or give them a call at 618-

650-2045. For more information visit: http://www.siue.edu/IS/WRITING/index.html. 

  

http://www.siue.edu/IS/WRITING/index.html


Blackboard 

Our readings, assignments, and communications will be transmitted via Blackboard. 

Assignments (most of which take the form of blog posts) will be submitted via the course 

website. If you are having trouble accessing Blackboard, please contact ITS. If you have trouble 

accessing the website or adding content, contact me as soon as possible. I will not accept 

assignments via e-mail. If for some reason your assignment doesn’t come through, I will let you 

know. 

  

Services for Students Needing Accommodations 

It is the policy and practice of SIUE to create inclusive learning environments. If there are 

aspects of the instruction or design of this course that result in barriers to your inclusion or to 

accurate assessment of achievement—such as inaccessible web content or the use of non-

captioned videos—please notify the instructor as soon as possible. Students are also encouraged 

to contact Accessible Campus Community and Equitable Student Support (ACCESS). ACCESS 

is located in the Student Success Center, Room 1270, and can be reached at myaccess@siue.edu 

or by calling 618-650-3726. 

  

Mental Health 

Dealing with the fast-paced life of a college student can be challenging, and I support your 

decision to prioritize mental health. Students have access to counseling services on campus 

(Student Success Center, 0222). Make an appointment by visiting cougarcare.siue.edu or by 

calling (618-650-2842). 

 

Participation 

Participation is key to your success and to that of your classmates! A variety of perspectives is 

crucial for a nuanced and well-rounded approach to history and primary sources.  For our 

purposes, that means a few things you need to do each week: 

1.     Be present and attentive. Obviously in order to participate, you must be in class. Absences 

may be excused for documented medical, family, or personal emergencies, as well as for official 

University events (with a note from a faculty or staff member). If you know that you will be 

absent (as for a university event) please let me know as far in advance as possible. You may have 

two unexcused absences without penalty. Further unexcused absences will result in 2% being 

deducted from your grade per unexcused absence. 

2.     Do the reading. Read all of the texts before the day on which they’re listed in the course 

calendar. As you read them, note anything you find interesting, confusing, significant, or simply 

weird. Write it down – not because I’ll look at your notes, but because it will help you think of 

things to say in class. If, midway through the semester, it becomes apparent that the class 

is not doing the readings, then I may institute reading quizzes or other assessments. 

3.     Participate in discussions. Humanities disciplines are at their best when there are lots of 

voices offering different perspectives. Although there will be some lecturing, a crucial dimension 

of this course is discussion – about the sources, about the methods, about questions that might 

arise. If you see something odd or interesting or contradictory, bring it up!  

4.     Be respectful of others’ thoughts and opinions. This obviously goes hand in hand with 

the previous point. Sometimes you might hear something from a classmate (or from me!) that 

you disagree with. Disagreement is absolutely fine, but please do so respectfully and 

mailto:myaccess@siue.edu
tel:618-650-3726
http://cougarcare.siue.edu/


considerately, and ground your arguments in evidence. Please also exercise basic conversational 

etiquette – e.g. don’t monopolize the conversation, don’t speak over other people, etc. 

5.     Ask questions! We’re covering a lot of ground in this course, and that means that 

sometimes we might skip over something important, or there might be something you want to 

know more about that gets left out. Please feel free to ask questions in those instances. I don’t 

promise to always know the answers, but I can help you figure out where to look for them.  

  

Late Work 

Do not hesitate to contact me if you need an extension; in cases where you have not asked for an 

extension, late work is accepted up to a week after the due date with a 10% deduction for each 

day that it is late, including weekends. 

  

Plagiarism 

A project with your name on it signifies that you are the author—that the wording and ideas are 

yours, with exceptions indicated by quotation marks and citations. Plagiarism is the 

unacknowledged use of others’ words or ideas. Professionals in English studies adhere to 

Modern Language Association (MLA) style guidelines to avoid plagiarizing. SIUE specifically 

states that: “The University recognizes plagiarism as a serious academic offense. Plagiarism, the 

act of representing the work of another as one's own, may take two forms. It may consist of 

copying, paraphrasing or otherwise using the written or oral work of another without 

acknowledging the source, or it may consist of presenting oral or written course work prepared 

by another as one’s own.”  Students who plagiarize will fail the course and be reported to the 

Provost—no exceptions. If you’re not sure whether something constitutes plagiarism, please 

check with me or the writing center.  

 

AI 

The use of artificial intelligence tools (especially generative AI like ChatGPT for text or Stable 

Diffusion for images, or Github Copilot for code) is ethically complicated and in many cases 

falls under the plagiarism policy. My goal for you in this course is that you develop your own 

tech ethics, including AI. Here are a few starting points for us: 

• I will not require you to use AI, even to test or challenges its capabilities.  

• You may not use generative AI for day-to-day assignments, where you’re meant to 

experiment with technologies, build things, break things, and reflect on the process. 

Those are all activities that can only be productive if you do them yourself from start to 

finish.  

• You may choose to use such tools for your final project, if you discuss it with me in 

advance. I’ll want to see that you understand both the benefits and the drawbacks of the 

tool you choose, as well as that you’re engaging with it critically in process and product.  

• Editing tools like Grammarly are permitted for your regular writing assignments, but 

please know that I’m not assessing those for grammar and spelling (so long as I can 

understand the point you’re making). Instead, I’m looking for thoughtful engagement 

with your experience of the tool or website and with the themes and questions we’re 

addressing in class.  

 

http://www.mla.org/style


Assignments and Grading 

Grade Breakdown 

All grades will be posted on Blackboard. I will assign a letter grade at midterm and the course’s 

end. Grades will be given on a points scale; the class as a whole is worth 1000 points.  

900-1000 points          A 

800-900 points            B 

700-799 points            C 

600-699 points            D 

below 599 points         F 

 

There are 1000 points available in this course, broken down among these categories: 

• Read/Discuss: Complete the readings ahead of each class and, when required, annotate 

them in preparation for our class discussions. [200 points total] 

• Tinker: Complete the labs and tool-based assignments. These assignments are about 

learning from the process, not from the final product. If things go wrong, that’s ok! But 

make sure that you pay attention to when and how things don’t work. [400 points total, 

20 points each]  

• Reflect: Think and write critically about the tools and content we’re engaging with. [170 

points total] 

• Build: As a culminating assignment, you will prepare a digital humanities project related 

to their humanities/social science interests. This involves primary and secondary 

research, discernment and proficiency in appropriate digital tools, the ability to clarify 

the project for non-specialist audiences, and an in-class presentation. The deadlines for 

this project are staggered throughout the semester, and a full assignment description will 

be provided in class. [230 points total]  

Extra Credit 

There will occasionally be opportunities for extra credit by taking part in digital humanities 

activities on campus or in the community. These will be posted on Blackboard and announced in 

class. Keep an eye out! 

 

Schedule 

All readings and digital projects for a given week must be completed by the start of the class 

session under which they are listed. All assignments will be due on the date provided. 

 

Key Deadlines: 

1/22/25: A blog post describing some possible research questions or areas of interest you’re 

interested in exploring. (150 words) 

2/12/25: AI fiction review (300 words) 

3/5/25: A problem statement on your chosen research question (300-450 words) 

3/19/25: Data set review (300-400 words) 

4/14/25: Draft of your final project (900 words, incorporating one technology we’ve explored 

during the semester and citing at least three sources) 

4/23-28/25: Project presentations 

5/5/25: Final draft due 



Unit 1: Getting Situated with Digital Humanities 

 

Week 1 

Monday (1/13/25) 

Topic: What is digital humanities? Defining our terms and setting our scope 

 

Wednesday (1/15/25) 

Topic: WordPress and writing for the web [Lab 1: WordPress] 

 

Read and Discuss 

• Lisa Spiro, "Defining the Values of Digital Humanities" in Matthew K. Gold, 

ed., Debates in the Digital Humanities (University of Minnesota Press, 2012). 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5749/j.ctttv8hq.6 (pages 23-30, the Proposed Values 

section) 

• What is Digital Humanities? https://whatisdigitalhumanities.com/ (Refresh the page a few 

times and read at least 5 definitions) 

 

Assignments:  

• Student technology survey [Reflect] 

- - - 

 

Week 2 

Monday (1/20/25) 

No class – Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

 

Wednesday (1/22/25) 

Topic: Getting started with digital humanities research [Lab 2: Zotero] 

Local spotlight: Medical humanities and health research in the St. Louis region  

 

Read and Discuss 

• Tom Scheinfeldt, “Where’s the Beef? Does Digital Humanities Have to Answer 

Questions?” https://dhdebates.gc.cuny.edu/read/untitled-88c11800-9446-469b-a3be-

3fdb36bfbd1e/section/3c03ecdb-2dcf-4597-8fc4-e42f8dcc21e1#p1b2 

• Miriam Posner, “How Did They Make That?” 

(video), https://miriamposner.com/blog/how-did-they-make-that-the-video/ 

 

Assignment:  

• Take a look at the course schedule in the syllabus. What topics, readings, or assignments 

look the most intriguing? What might you want to pursue further as the semester goes 

on? Write a blog post on this website of about 150 words about some of your initial 

interests in this class. Add the tag “Interest statement” before you publish it. [Build, 25 

points] 

 

- - - 

 

Week 3 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5749/j.ctttv8hq.6
https://whatisdigitalhumanities.com/
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Monday (1/27/25) 

Topic: Audience and accessibility [Lab 3: Web accessibility tools] 

 

Read and Discuss 

• Laura de Moya Guerra, “Are the digital humanities exclusive?” History@Work, 26 May 

2022, https://ncph.org/history-at-work/are-the-digital-humanities-exclusive/ 

• George Williams, “Disability, Universal Design, and the Digital 

Humanities” https://dhdebates.gc.cuny.edu/read/untitled-88c11800-9446-469b-a3be-

3fdb36bfbd1e/section/2a59a6fe-3e93-43ae-a42f-1b26d1b4becc 

 

Assignments 

• Find two resources that you think will be helpful for this course. They can be related to 

the topics you identified in your interest statement, or they can be general resources about 

digital humanities, technology, tech ethics, etc. Add the two items to the class Zotero 

group. Your entries should include the essential metadata (or as much of it as possible) 

for the type of item. [Tinker, 20 points] 

 

Wednesday (1/29/25) 

Topic: Ethics of representation 

Local spotlight: Indigenous histories in the Metro East 

 

Read and Discuss 

• Excerpts from Safiya Noble, Algorithms of Oppression: How Search Engines Reinforce 

Racism  

• Howard Rambsy II, “African American Scholars and the Margins of DH,” PMLA 135, 

no. 1 (2020): 152-158. 

- - - 

 

Unit 2: Thinking (with) Machines 

 

Week 4 

Monday (2/3/25) 

Topic: Early computing 

Local spotlight: The St. Louis region and the history of early computing  

 

Read and Discuss 

• Peggy Aldrich Kidwell, “The Adding Machine Fraternity at St. Louis: Creating a Center 

of Invention, 1880-1920,” IEEE Annals of the History of Computing 22, no. 2 (2000): 4-

21, https://i-share-

sie.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01CARLI_SIE/1fjplmc/cdi_proquest_miscellane

ous_28787914 

• Lizzie O’Shea, “What Ada Lovelace can teach us about digital technology,” Inside Story, 

9 September 2019, https://insidestory.org.au/what-ada-lovelace-can-teach-us-about-

digital-technology/ (Excerpted from Future Histories, Verso Books, 2021) 

 

Assignments 

https://ncph.org/history-at-work/are-the-digital-humanities-exclusive/
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https://i-share-sie.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01CARLI_SIE/1fjplmc/cdi_proquest_journals_2355907311
https://insidestory.org.au/what-ada-lovelace-can-teach-us-about-digital-technology/
https://insidestory.org.au/what-ada-lovelace-can-teach-us-about-digital-technology/


• Read the article and watch the video about the Cahokia AR app: 

https://cahokiamounds.org/augmented-reality-project/. You do not need to buy the app! 

Write a blog post applying what we’ve read and discussed about audience, accessibility, 

and representation to the Cahokia app. What does the app do well? For what audiences 

does it enhance access and accessibility? What groups does it exclude? Your blog post 

should be at least 200 words. Add the tag “Cahokia” before you publish. [Tinker, 20 

points] 

 

Wednesday (2/5/25) 

The modern web [Lab 4: Code embroidery with TurtleStitch] 

Local spotlight: The St. Louis region and contemporary tech corporations 

 

Read and Discuss 

• Mia Sato, “How Google Perfected the Web,” The Verge, 8 January 

2024, https://www.theverge.com/c/23998379/google-search-seo-algorithm-webpage-

optimization  

 

Assignments 

• Choose at least three events from the history of computing that you think constitute 

significant moments. You may use any source you like, so long as you cite it. Write a 

brief description (a couple sentences) for each event noting why you think it’s a 

milestone worth noting. Add your events (one per line) to this spreadsheet. If your event 

duplicates someone else’s event, that’s ok! But your description of it should be your own. 

[Tinker, 20 points] 

 

- - - 

 

Week 5 

Monday (2/10/25) 

Topic: AI imaginaries 

 

Read and Discuss 

• Choose from this list of AI fictions – Plan ahead! These are in a variety of formats, but all 

are fairly long. 

 

Wednesday (2/12/25) 

Topic: AI technologies [Lab 5: GPT-4 capability forecasting challenge] 

 

Read and Discuss 

• Choose two items from this list of AI non-fiction 

 

Assignments 

• Write a brief review of the AI fiction you chose to read or watch. Find the full assignment 

instructions on Blackboard or the course website. [Reflect, 50 points] 

 

 - - 

https://cahokiamounds.org/augmented-reality-project/
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Unit 3: Humanities Sources 

 

Week 6 

Monday (2/17/25) 

Topic: Digitization technologies  

Local spotlight: Local history and community archiving 

 

Read and Discuss 

• Adam Schrader, “UNESCO Has Teamed Up with Interpol to Build a Virtual Museum of 

Stolen Cultural Artifacts,” Artnet, 13 October 2023, https://news.artnet.com/art-

world/unesco-virtual-museum-stolen-cultural-objects-2374871 

• Andrew Ba Tran, Claire Healy, and Nicole Dungca, “Search the Smithsonian’s Records 

on Human Remains,” Washington Post, 15 December 

2023, https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/interactive/2023/human-remains-

database-smithsonian-museum/ 

 

Assignments 

• Pick an item of significance to you or your family and digitize it. (This doesn’t have to be 

fancy – it can be as simple as a photograph! You may also ask someone else to 

photograph it or, if it’s not in your possession, find an appropriately licensed image of it 

online.) Create some metadata for it, including a robust description that explains its 

significance to you and how it might speak to broader histories. Bring the item with you 

to class on Wednesday! [Tinker, 20 points] 

 

Wednesday (2/19/25) 

Digitization and cultural heritage [Lab 6: Digitization] 

Local spotlight: Using digitized sources for immigration history  

 

Read and Discuss 

• Lara Putnam, “The Transnational and the Text-Searchable: Digitized Sources and the 

Shadows They Cast,” American Historical Review 121, no. 2 (2016): 377-402 

• Miya Norfleet, “The Smithsonian wants to help St. Louis digitize its Black history,” St. 

Louis on the Air (STLPR), 6 September 2024, https://www.stlpr.org/show/st-louis-on-

the-air/2024-09-06/the-smithsonian-wants-to-help-st-louis-digitize-its-black-history (The 

assigned “reading” here is the podcast, not the article that accompanies it.) 

 

Assignments 

• We’re reading an article that’s a little more dense than usual. As you work through it, 

make sure to annotate it. Your annotations might include underlines and highlights, 

definitions of unfamiliar words, marginal notes about how the text relates to something 

you’ve read somewhere else, or sometimes even just stars and question marks. You can 

read more about the annotation assignment on Blackboard or the course website. [Read 

and Discuss] 

 

https://news.artnet.com/art-world/unesco-virtual-museum-stolen-cultural-objects-2374871
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- - - 

 

Week 7 

Monday (2/24/25) 

Topic: Text editing 

Local history: The Dred Scott decision and the history of enslavement and abolition 

 

Read and Discuss 

• “Types of Editions,” METRO Resources, Harvard’s Geoffrey Chaucer 

Website, https://chaucer.fas.harvard.edu/types-editions#hypertextedition 

NB: The final link in this piece is broken. You can access the example hypertext edition 

here: http://thebookoftheduchess.co.uk/ 

• Emma Lazarus, “The New Colossus,” annotated by Esther Schor, Nextbook 

Press, https://nextbookpress.com/new-colossus/ 

 

Assignments 

• During this week, meet with me to discuss ideas for your final project. [Build, 25 points] 

 

Wednesday (2/26/25) 

Text editing for context and connection [Lab 7: Text editing with the Recovery Hub Edition 

Framework]  

 

Read and Discuss 

• Frederick Douglass, “Speech on the Dred Scott Decision,” May 1857, 

excerpts, https://www.utc.edu/sites/default/files/2021-

01/fddredscottspeechexcerpt2018.pdf 

 

Assignments 

• Annotate the Frederick Douglass speech. Find the full instructions on Blackboard or the 

course website. [Read and Discuss] 

 

- - - 

 

Unit 4: Humanities Data 

 

Week 8  

Monday (3/3/25) 

Visualizing textual data [Lab 8: Text analysis with Voyant] 

 

Read and Discuss 

• Stephen Grandchamp, “Introduction to Voyant 

Tools,” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rQbf6V77ScA 

 

Wednesday (3/5/25) 

Data science, data feminism, and data humanism [Lab 9: Visualizing literary data with Palladio] 

 

https://chaucer.fas.harvard.edu/types-editions#hypertextedition
http://thebookoftheduchess.co.uk/
https://nextbookpress.com/new-colossus/
https://www.utc.edu/sites/default/files/2021-01/fddredscottspeechexcerpt2018.pdf
https://www.utc.edu/sites/default/files/2021-01/fddredscottspeechexcerpt2018.pdf
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Read and Discuss 

• Darrell Huff, How to Lie with Statistics (New York: W. W. Norton & Co, 1954), 

Introduction and Chapter 5 

• Howard Rambsy, “How the ‘New York Times’ Covers Black Writers,” Public Books, 10 

Oct 2022, https://www.publicbooks.org/how-the-new-york-times-covers-black-writers/.  

 

Assignments 

• Write a problem statement for your proposed final project. Find the full instructions on 

Blackboard and the course website. [Build, 30 points] 

 

- - - 

 

Week 9: Spring Break 

 

- - - 

 

Week 10 

Monday (3/17/25) 

Critical approaches to data; evaluating a data set 

Local spotlight: Municipal data sets 

 

Read and Discuss 

• K. K. Rebecca Lai and Jennifer Medina, “An American Puzzle: Fitting Race in a 

Box,” New York Times, 16 October 

2023, https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2023/10/16/us/census-race-ethnicity.html. 

Lovejoy provides free access to the New York Times for students via this link.  

 

Wednesday (3/19/25) 

Creative approaches to data; humanizing data [Lab 10: Material data visualization] 

 

Read and Discuss 

• Nancy Smith, “Data Quilts: Exploring Environmental Data through Textile Art,” Data 

Science by Design, 8 August 2023, https://datasciencebydesign.org/blog/exploring-

environmental-data-through-textile-art 

 

Assignment:  

• Choose a data set from the provided list and write a review, describing where the data 

comes from, how we can use it, challenges with the data, and any perceptible biases. Find 

the full instructions on Blackboard or the course website. [Reflect, 50 points] 

 

Week 11 

Monday (3/24/25) 

Maps as arguments, narratives, and data visualizations 

 

Read and Discuss 

• Mark Monmonier, How to Lie with Maps (University of Chicago Press, 1991): 1-18 

https://www.publicbooks.org/how-the-new-york-times-covers-black-writers/
https://iris.siue.edu/hum230sp25/2025/01/06/problem-statement-due-3-5/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2023/10/16/us/census-race-ethnicity.html
https://go.openathens.net/redirector/siue.edu?url=https%3A%2F%2Fezmyaccount.nytimes.com%2Fgroup-pass
https://datasciencebydesign.org/blog/exploring-environmental-data-through-textile-art
https://datasciencebydesign.org/blog/exploring-environmental-data-through-textile-art
https://iris.siue.edu/hum230sp25/2025/01/06/data-set-review-due-3-19/


 

Wednesday (3/26/25) 

Critical engagements with space [Lab 11: Mapping and spatial analysis with Leaflet]  

Local spotlight: Transit, infrastructure, and access to resources in the metro area 

 

Read and Discuss 

• Jack Dougherty and Ilya Ilyankou, “Map Your Data” in Hands-On Data 

Visualization (O’Reilly, last updated 12/2024), https://handsondataviz.org/map.html 

 

- - - 

 

Unit 5: Digital Storytelling 

 

Week 12 

Monday (3/31/25) 

Digital storytelling at the American Confluence 

Local spotlight: Langston Hughes and the symbolic power of the Mississippi 

 

Read and Discuss 

• Langston Hughes, “The Negro Speaks of Rivers,” 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44428/the-negro-speaks-of-rivers  

• Mira Kittner, “Tracing ‘The Negro Speaks of Rivers,’” 

https://uploads.knightlab.com/storymapjs/b0b9c700ed3aff2a93b62a5f1eb6da84/tracing-

the-negro-speaks-of-rivers/index.html  

• “The lines that shape our cities,” 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/0f58d49c566b486482b3e64e9e5f7ac9  

 

Wednesday (4/2/25) 

Critical engagements with place [Lab 12: Constructing a biography of place] 

 

Read and Discuss 

• Explore the Unseen St. Louis website and choose an entry to 

read, https://unseenstlouis.substack.com/ 

 

- - - 

 

Week 13 

Monday (4/7/25) 

Games as texts 

 

Read and Discuss 

• Play through Erstwhile and Seedship 

 

Assignments 

https://handsondataviz.org/map.html
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44428/the-negro-speaks-of-rivers
https://uploads.knightlab.com/storymapjs/b0b9c700ed3aff2a93b62a5f1eb6da84/tracing-the-negro-speaks-of-rivers/index.html
https://uploads.knightlab.com/storymapjs/b0b9c700ed3aff2a93b62a5f1eb6da84/tracing-the-negro-speaks-of-rivers/index.html
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/0f58d49c566b486482b3e64e9e5f7ac9
https://unseenstlouis.substack.com/
https://pieartsy.itch.io/erstwhile
https://johnayliff.itch.io/seedship


• Complete your biography of place. Find the full instructions on Blackboard or the course 

website.  

 

Wednesday (4/9/25) 

Interactive fiction [Lab 13: Twine] 

 

Read and Discuss 

• Gabi Kirilloff, “Interactive Fiction in the Humanities Classroom: How to Create 

Interactive Text Games Using Twine,” Programming 

Historian (2021), https://programminghistorian.org/en/lessons/interactive-text-games-

using-twine 

 

- - - 

 

Week 14 

Monday (4/14/25) 

Civic technology 

Local spotlight: Identifying and addressing community needs with technology 

 

Read and Discuss 

• Spencer Chang, “We’re All (Folk) Programmers,” Reboot, 1 July 

2024, https://joinreboot.org/p/folk-programmers 

 

Assignments 

Submit a draft of your final project. Find the full instructions on Blackboard or the course 

website. [Build, 50 points] 

 

Wednesday (4/16/25) 

Lab: Evaluating information online [Lab 14: Follow the data] 

 

Read and Discuss 

• “How the Media Covered the Civil Rights Movement: Black Newspapers,” Alabama 

Public Radio, 11 December 2013, https://www.apr.org/arts-life/2013-12-11/how-the-

media-covered-the-civil-rights-movement-black-newspapers 

• Tiffany Karalis Noel, “Conflating culture with COVID-19: Xenophobic repercussions of 

a global pandemic,” Social Sciences & Humanities Open vol. 2, no. 1 

(2020), https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2590291120300334?via%3Di

hub 

 

- - - 

 

Unit 6: Wrapping Up and Looking Ahead 

 

Week 15 

Monday (4/21/25) 

Sustainability and digital preservation 

https://iris.siue.edu/hum230sp25/2025/01/09/lab-12-constructing-a-biography-of-place-4-7/
https://iris.siue.edu/hum230sp25/2025/01/09/lab-12-constructing-a-biography-of-place-4-7/
https://programminghistorian.org/en/lessons/interactive-text-games-using-twine
https://programminghistorian.org/en/lessons/interactive-text-games-using-twine
https://joinreboot.org/p/folk-programmers
https://iris.siue.edu/hum230sp25/2025/01/09/project-draft-4-14/
https://iris.siue.edu/hum230sp25/2025/01/09/project-draft-4-14/
https://www.apr.org/arts-life/2013-12-11/how-the-media-covered-the-civil-rights-movement-black-newspapers
https://www.apr.org/arts-life/2013-12-11/how-the-media-covered-the-civil-rights-movement-black-newspapers
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2590291120300334?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2590291120300334?via%3Dihub


 

Read and Discuss 

• Zach Coble and Jojo Karlin, “Reference Rot in the Digital Humanities Literature: An 

Analysis of Citations Containing Website Links in DHQ,” Digital Humanities 

Quarterly vol. 17, no. 1 

(2023), https://www.digitalhumanities.org/dhq/vol/17/1/000662/000662.html 

 

Wednesday (4/23/25) 

Project presentations and peer review [Lab 15: Project peer review] 

 

Week 16 

Monday (4/28/25) 

Project presentations and peer review 

 

Wednesday (4/30/25) 

Class wrap-up 

 

Assignments 

• Write a final blog post about what you understand digital humanities to be. How would 

you describe it in 1-2 minutes to someone who doesn’t know what it is? How can you use 

the concepts and tools from this class in the rest of your classes or professional interests? 

Publish your post with the tag “Definition.” 

 

Final project due May 5. [Build, 100 points] 

 

https://www.digitalhumanities.org/dhq/vol/17/1/000662/000662.html

