
Introduction to 
Storyboarding



“ If students aren’t taught the language of 
sound and images, shouldn’t they be 
considered as illiterate as if they left 
college without being able to read and 
write?”

-George Lucas
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I8-RaOvJOhM


Show, don’t tell!
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Why Storyboarding?
With storyboarding, students will have the opportunity to 

organize their audio and/or video project by mapping out all of 
the key elements--including images, narration, and sound effects-

-for their project before attempting to assemble it.                                                                          
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Different Uses of Storyboarding

Comic Books

Comic illustrators and writers 
often use storyboards in early 
drafts to sketch out characters 
and dialogue.

Business

Also known as presentation 
boards, businesses use 
storyboards from everything to 
planning pitches to creating 
advertising schemes.

Novels

Authors use storyboards to plot 
their stories in series of scenes 
that they can then rearrange to 
help formulate their novels rather 
than working chapter by chapter.
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Interactive Media

Storyboarding has been 
incorporated in a variety of ways in 
instructional design and web 
development.

Software

Storyboarding is used in software 
development for identifying the 
ways in which the program may 
represent specific details of user 
experience.

Scientific Research

Linguists often use storyboarding 
in studies to spark instances of 
spoken language in research 
studies.



Creating a Storyboard
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Identify music 

and visual effects 

Select and 

organize your 

images

Develop a script 

for narration and 

onscreen text

Swan, Kathy and Mark Hofer. And Action! Directing Documentaries in the Social Studies
Classroom. Lanham, Rowman & Littlefield, 2014.



Select and organize your images

▰ Students will begin to shift their thinking to focus on the 
visuals of their stories

▰ Can draw images, use photographs, or develop them in 
different softwares

▰ Organize the images they’ve collected into a cohesive 
sequence

▰ This step may even include clips of recorded interviews or 
other video

▰ How is this sequence of images persuasive, or how do they 
make an argument?
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Swan, Kathy and Mark Hofer. And Action! Directing Documentaries in the Social Studies
Classroom. Lanham, Rowman & Littlefield, 2014.



Develop a script for narration and onscreen text

▰ Determine when you will need narration--usually when 
introducing a scene, subject, or theme

▰ Not every image will necessarily need its own segment of 
narration

▰ Try to use active voice, simple sentences, consider the tone of 
the project, and consider how you’ll want to narrate and make 
notes
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Identify music and visual effects

▰ Consider how sounds and music will enhance certain portions 
of their digital story while making sure it doesn’t overwhelm 
the project

▰ Utilize sound effects sparingly for more impact
▰ Explore how changing music can change the effect of the 

story
▰ Be sure that all sources of music and sound effects are noted 
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Swan, Kathy and Mark Hofer. And Action! Directing Documentaries in the Social Studies
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Introducing Storyboarding to Your Students

▰ Create a storyboard of your favorite nursery 
rhyme (ie. “Little Miss Muffet”; “Baa, Baa Black 
Sheep”; “Humpty Dumpty”; etc.).

▰ Take 15 minutes to create your storyboard, 
and then we’ll share.

11Christel, Mary T. and Sullivan, Scott, eds. Lesson Plans For Creating Media-rich Classrooms. 
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Introducing Storyboarding to Your Students

▰ Why did you choose to break up the text in this way?
▰ Why did you choose to include these details?
▰ Whose perspective did you use to show the story and 

why?
▰ What images did you add beyond those specifically 

named in the nursery rhyme?
▰ What did you omit and why?

12Christel, Mary T. and Sullivan, Scott, eds. Lesson Plans For Creating Media-rich
Classrooms. Urbana: National Council Of Teachers Of English, 2007.



Storyboard Templates

Ready-to-Print and Online Resources

▰ https://boords.com/storyboard-template
▰ https://www.printablepaper.net/category/storyboard
▰ https://www.studiobinder.com/blog/downloads/storyb

oard-template/
▰ https://www.canva.com/create/storyboards/
▰ There are many options available to you out there with 

a quick Google search!

Frazel, Midge. Digital Storytelling Guide For Educators. Eugene: International
Society For Technology In Education, 2010.
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Make your own!

1. Launch PowerPoint and create at least 
two blank or empty slides

2. Use the Print dialog box to locate the 
Handout feature of PowerPoint

3. In the Print dialog box, look for the “Print 
what” drop-down section and choose 
Handouts. In the Handouts section, look 
for the “Slides per page” drop-down 
section and choose the number of boxes 
you’d like to print out. 

4. Check the “frame slides” box to create a 
boundary line around the empty boxes, 
then print.

https://boords.com/storyboard-template
https://www.printablepaper.net/category/storyboard
https://www.studiobinder.com/blog/downloads/storyboard-template/
https://www.canva.com/create/storyboards/


Assessment
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Swan, Kathy and Mark Hofer. And Action! Directing
Documentaries in the Social Studies Classroom.
Lanham, Rowman & Littlefield, 2014.
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Try it yourself!


